[bookmark: _GoBack]Pastor’s Musings – Jan 11, 2021
	I received this devotional today and wanted to share it with you.  One of the things that I’m hoping to impress upon our church over the next few weeks is that we are a blessed people who have been given an extraordinary gift.  That gift is eternal life in Jesus Christ.  How we live out our faith is what is important in the Christian’s life.
	Won’t you take a moment now to listen to this story by Ryan Duncan entitled, “His Love Endures Forever”.
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! - 1 Chronicles 16:34
His Love Endures Forever
by Ryan Duncan
Last December I had the privilege to be part of a short-term mission trip to Vladimir, Russia, where I worked alongside Russian Christians in the city’s orphanage. The trip was incredibly challenging, but the opportunity did help me learn a lot about God and about myself. In particular, I remember the Sunday morning where our interpreters invited us to attend their Church. The building they met in was small, and as I took my seat with the rest of the team, I realized there couldn’t be more than thirty people in the congregation.
I found that number rather depressing. My own Church here in the states wasn’t what I’d call big, but it certainly had more than thirty people in it. A small voice in the dark part of my mind wondered if this was a sign of change in our world, that maybe Christianity was beginning to die out. I was still in this dismal frame of mind when the congregation stood for the first song, and it was at that point something extraordinary happened. The people of that small Church began to sing together, and I was amazed at the passion they displayed toward God as they worshiped.
Afterward, my interpreter took me aside and began to tell me about the history of the Church. Apparently, this little Church had been in the community for ten years, and it wasn’t shrinking, it was growing. My interpreter told me how it was through this Church that he had first come to know Christ. He was the only Christian in his family and was doing his best to witness to them, but in the meantime, he considered the people here just as close as any brother or sister. Nearly everyone in the Church was involved in some kind of outreach, some even worked with the orphanages full time.
All of this from a Church of thirty people. Sometimes I lose sight of who God really is, and what he can do with the smallest of offerings. God will never be threatened or hindered by our world. He will always be there for us no matter how far we stray or how hard mankind tries to remove him. Through the rise and fall of countless empires, all the advancements of science, through war and pain, the spirit of God has endured. 

I believe that we also have a tendency to lose sight of who God is and what He can do in the life of our church.  Yesterday’s worship here in Breckenridge had 30 people in attendance.  It was more than we had seen in a long time.  Yet there is great power and resource available to this church that I pray we will tap into and make use as we further the kingdom of God here.  Finally the following verse from the Psalms is my prayer for all of us as we enter the New Year.
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever;” – Psalm 136:1-4
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